
Second ‘Collecting the City’ exhibition to open at Amsterdam Museum 
Exhibition about the Bijlmer plane crash, Club RoXY, and the city’s housing crisis  
 
 
The Amsterdam Museum is to open its second Connecting the City exhibition on Sunday 25 September 
2022. The exhibition, part of a project lasting from 2021 to 2025, assembles and presents stories and 
objects that say something about Amsterdam today. Each exhibition is held in conjunction with local 
communities, individuals, and institutions, and focuses on three subjects. In this one, the partners and 
themes are Imagine IC (the Bijlmer plane crash), photographer Cleo Campert (Club RoXY), and Museum 
om de Hoek (Amsterdam’s housing crisis)  
 
Between now and 2025, when Amsterdam celebrates its 750th anniversary, the museum is adding items to its 
collection focusing on issues affecting local people. It is working with other museums, artists, groups, and 
enthusiastic individuals to focus on specific objects and stories. Every six months, new members of the public and 
organisations will be invited to present their ideas, which might include new perspectives on the past, pleasant or 
painful moments in the present, or visions of the city’s future. 
 
“What do the Bijlmer plane crash, Club RoXY, and the housing crisis have in common?” asks the Amsterdam 
Museum’s Gonca Yalciner. “People regard them as things that have shaped the city, or are shaping it today, and 
therefore deserving of a place in the Amsterdam Museum. They know better than anyone else what’s going on in 
the city and what locals are thinking about. By listening to and co-creating with them, we’re trying to capture the 
essence of this living city, so by the time the project ends in 2025 the museum’s collection will tell a much more 
comprehensive story about Amsterdam.”  
 
This second Collecting the City exhibition tells three stories with three different partners: 
 
The Bijlmer plane crash.  
On 4 October 2022, it will be exactly thirty years since an El Al Boeing 747 cargo plane crashed on the 
Groeneveen and Klein-Kruitberg apartment complexes in the Bijlmer district of Amsterdam. Forty-three people 
were killed, and this dramatic event has still left its mark on many in the city today. 
Together with Imagine IC, a heritage centre in the Zuidoost district, the Amsterdam Museum talked to local people 
about the crash. The content of those discussions formed the basis of this exhibition, which is about how 
Amsterdammers feel about the disaster, how they remember it, and how different generations are dealing with the 
trauma. The exhibition is being held in the centre of Amsterdam at the request of people in Bijlmer, to raise 
awareness of the crash in other parts of the city. Imagine IC is also holding an exhibition of its own about the 
crash at the same time 
 

.  
A selection of drawings by primary-school students from the Bijlmer shortly after the 1992 crash. From the Imagine IC collection.  

https://we.tl/t-MtvfYVWBBs


 

The Amsterdam Museum exhibition gives an idea of the shock, grief and disbelief experienced by many people in 
the Bijlmer. It features newspaper headlines from the day after the crash – “Fire, death, chaos... It banked and 
then plummeted straight down” – and transcriptions on canvas of calls to the emergency services. There are also 
drawings showing how primary-school students experienced the disaster, and contributions by three teachers 
who encouraged them to do the drawings. 
 
The exhibition includes two fragments of the aircraft that were found and kept by individuals, and works of art 
about the disaster. Samuel Sarmiento, who was born in Venezuela in 1987, painted a picture in homage to the 
victims entitled The tree that saw everything. Fatric Bewong, born in Ghana in 1981, produced a video installation 
showing how people in the community remember the event. Both artists are associated with CBK Zuidoost, a 
contemporary visual arts centre that offers an inclusive, multicultural perspective. At the end of the exhibition, 
visitors are invited to work together on an embroidered quilt featuring memories of the crash, in a project 
instigated by Tess van Zalinge.  
 

      
Fragment of the El Boeing 747, 1992.         Samuel Sarmiento (2021), The tree that saw everything.  
Amsterdam Museum collection      CBK Zuidoost collection 

 
The exhibition at Imagine IC will feature a triptych showing the impact of the crash thirty years on. It will include 
emotional stories and recollections, and a “living memory” presentation of documentaries. The event will also 
focus on a number of objects from the centre’s permanent display. 
 
 
Homage to Zubrowka, the Club RoXY muse  
In her presentation, Cleo Campert pays homage to Club RoXY in general and performing artist Zubrowka 
International in particular. Campert was the house photographer at the iconic Amsterdam club that burned down 
in 1999. She shares her memories of the club, which in the 1980s and 90s was an idyllic refuge for anyone 
seeking to escape the greyness of the outside world. Her installation uses videos and audio cassettes from her 
own archive to recreate those endless nights of wild partying, full of creativity and self-expression. A silent disco 
brings the club’s unique atmosphere to life. 
 

       
Zubrowka performing in Club RoXY, and the club itself. Photos: Cleo Campert 
 
Campert’s second installation focuses on the people who made Club RoXY so special, and performing artist 
Zubrowka in particular. Her funny, flamboyant appearances, embodying the club’s free-spirited ethos, are recalled 
in a series of photos, her throne, and peepshow boxes.  
 
“The public couldn’t get enough of Zubrowka,”  Campert says. “For me as a photographer, she was a wonderful 
subject, and she always had something to offer the camera. Zubrowka was the muse of RoXY.” 
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Museum om de Hoek #2: Operation Housing 
 The last three rooms of Collecting the City feature another cooperative project by the Amsterdam Museum. 
Museum om de Hoek, or Museum Around the Corner, consists of small, changing exhibitions by 23 local 
museums. This time it’s the turn of Museum Amsterdam Noord, Historisch Archief De Baarsjes, the Van Eesteren 
Museum, and the Borneo Architectuur Centrum, and the exhibition looks back on a century of housing in 
Amsterdam from a contemporary perspective. The result is a critical reflection on housing past and present in the 
four districts where the local museums are located: the Van der Pekbuurt, De Baarsjes, Slotermeer, and the 
Oostelijk Havengebied. 
 
 

 
Hans de Tweede and Tycho (2021): The Amsterdam Wheel of (Mis)Fortune. Amsterdam Museum collection. Photo: Tycho  
 
One of the most eye-catching exhibits in this richly varied section of the exhibition is the Wheel of (Mis)fortune, 

from the Amsterdam Museum’s own collection. This shows ten somewhat questionable ways in which young 

people can get housing in the capital in 2021. It paints a sad picture because, like it or not, everyone in 

Amsterdam is a winner or loser in the housing market lottery. The wheel was made by Hans de Tweede (b. 1997) 

and Tycho (b, 1994) for a huge protest in the Westerpark on 12 September 2021, in which over 10,000 people 

expressed their frustration at the city’s housing policies. Afterwards, the piece became part of the Amsterdam 

Museum’s collection. 

 

Collecting the City# 2 is open from Sunday 25 September 2022 to Tuesday 21 May 2023 at the Amsterdam 

Museum. This exhibition is being held in cooperation with Imagine IC, CBK Zuidoost, Cleo Campert, and Museum 

om de Hoek. The Collecting the City project is supported by VSBFonds and Amsterdam city council. The 

Amsterdam Museum receives structural support from Gemeente Amsterdam and Vriendenloterij. 

 

Due to renovations, the museum has been located at Amstel 51 since March 2022, together with Hermitage 

Amsterdam and the Museum van de Geest. It will remain there for several years, featuring a combination of 

permanent and temporary exhibitions. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact our press officer, Kim Koopman, at k.koopman@amsterdammuseum.nl or 06 - 22 92 
77 29.   
 
Preview  
A press preview of Collecting the City #2 will be held on Thursday 22 September from 3 to 6 pm, before the exhibition opens to 
the public. Representatives of the Amsterdam Museum and its partners Imagine IC, Cleo Campert and Museum om de Hoek 
will talk about the event and answer questions. 
 
If you’d like to visit the exhibition at some other time, or interview anyone involved, we’d be happy to set up an appointment for 
you. 
 
Pictures 
You can download high-resolution versions of the above pictures here. More photographs of the exhibition will be made 
available to the media in the week before it opens. 
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