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As of Monday, 30 September, the Amsterdam
Museum wing of Hermitage Amsterdam will include a
new exhibition: Dutch Masters Re-Viewed. Curated by
Jorgen Tjon a Fong (Urban Myth), this presentation
complements the Amsterdam Museum's permanent
exhibition at Hermitage Amsterdam, ‘Portrait Gallery
of the 17th Century’(formerly known as 'Portrait
Gallery of the Golden Age'). Surrounded by the huge
group portraits in the grand hall, Dutch Masters Re-
Visited shows 13 portraits of prominent Dutch citizens
posing as people of colour who, based on historical
research, are known to have lived in the 17th- and
I8th-century Netherlands. The exhibition will run until
2 February 2020.

Viewing the subjects depicted in the works presented
in ‘Portrait Gallery of the 17th Century, one could
easily (and erroneously) assume that at the time the
Netherlands' entire population was white. After all,
everyone included in these group portraits is white.
But while they may not be depicted in these works,

the city of Amsterdam was also home to people of
colour. White people and people of colour have been
living together in the Netherlands for centuries. And
in the 17th and 18th centuries, Amsterdam in
particular was a home to people from all corners of
the globe. Theatre maker Jorgen Tjon A Fong of
Urban Myth, who curated Dutch Masters Re-Visited:
"I was amazed to discover this vibrant community of
people with non-Western roots living in 17th-century
Amsterdam.

They could be found in all walks of life. A lot of people
aren’t aware of this. So far, these individuals'stories
have been left untold. It's important that we start
doing so — to paint a more complete picture of our
past. In the photo exhibition Dutch Masters Re-Visited
various historical people of colour who so far have
remained hidden from view are given a face. By doing
so, this part of our history can become visible to all
citizens of Amsterdam and the rest of the
Netherlands.”
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In Dutch Masters Re-Visited, prominent Dutch people
of colour, including footballer Ruud Gullit, rapper
Typhoon, comedian/presenter Jorgen Raymann,
singer Berget Lewis, politician Sylvana Simons and
hospitality tycoon Won Yip, will be taking on the role
of historical Dutch citizens of colour.

Photographers Humberto Tan, Ahmet Polat, Stacii
Samidin and Milette Raats portrayed their well-
known sitters in the style of Rembrandt and his
contemporaries, against the backdrop of special
locations like the Rijksmuseum, Internationaal
Theater Amsterdam, Museum van Loon, Hortus
Botanicus and the Amsterdam Museum’s own
building.

The sitters have certain things in common with the
individuals they portray. For example, Humberto Tan
has photographed footballer Ruud Gullit in the role of
Jacob Ruhle (1751-1828). Jacob Ruhle was the son of
WIC employee and slave trader Anthony Ruhle and
the African woman Jaba Botri. In 1798 the fabulously
wealthy Jacob moved to Amsterdam. Here, he
eventually headed the family business — with great
success. Like Ruhle, Ruud Guillit is the son of a white
and a black parent. Dutch Masters Re-Visited puts a
face to Ruhle's name, telling his story together with
12 other people of colour who lived in the Netherlands
of the 17th and 18th centuries.
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Since November 2014, the Amsterdam Museum and
the Rijksmuseum have jointly presented the largest
collection of group portraits in the world, in the
permanent exhibition ‘Portrait Gallery of the i7th
Century’at Hermitage Amsterdam. Displayed on the
walls of an impressive grand hall, these group portraits
of Amsterdam militiamen and regents form the heart
of a presentation dealing with life in the Dutch cities
and towns of the 17th century. In this setting, the 13
photo portraits of 17th-century people of colour shown
in the exhibition Dutch Masters Re-Visited enter into
dialogue with the group portraits, which exclusively
feature white men and women.
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Dutch Masters Re-Visited is the first in a series of
temporary exhibitions presented as a complement to
the permanent exhibition ‘Portrait Gallery of the i7th
Century! In this series, the Amsterdam Museum will
be inviting contemporary creators to realise exhibi-
tions or interventions based on constantly shifting
perspectives. As such, they offer contemporary views
on the museum’s other exhibitions that expand or
counter their context and enter into dialogue with the
City of Amsterdam’s historical collection.

As part of its on-going effort to become more inclusive
and provide room for perspectives that have so far
remained underrepresented, the Amsterdam Museum
has distanced itself from the term ‘Golden Age’for the
I7th century, changing the name of its exhibition
‘Dutchmen of the Golden Age’to 'Portrait Gallery of
the 17th Century!On Sunday, 29 September, during
the official opening of Dutch Masters Re-Viewed, the
Amsterdam Museum will be organising a symposium
for professionals from the field and the general public
about the implications of the term 'Golden Age; as
well as discussing which stories from the 17th century
should be recounted, and by whom, and how to
approach this as inclusively as possible.
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Ruud-Gullit - as Jacob Ruhle
(1751-1828) - photographer:
Humberto Tan.

Typhoon (Glenn de Ran-
damie ) — as Elieser (birth
year unknown-1629) — pho-
tographer: Humberto Tan.

José Montoya — as Jean
Rabo (1714-1769) — photogra-
pher: Milette Raats



https://amsterdammuseum.wetransfer.com/downloads/355404aea15c66431fbaa501cf75393720190905074609/9d5e3c
https://amsterdammuseum.wetransfer.com/downloads/4d090400e24eda0347b3370f73a6354520190905074911/2015ca
https://amsterdammuseum.wetransfer.com/downloads/8dd78bd212d38df5adf23e21f764f42220190905075059/6d36f9

The grand hall'at Hermitage"Amsterdam, with the Amsterdam Museum's
permanent exhibition 'Portrait Gallery of the 17th Century” (formeriy*called 1*5___“
'Dutchmen of the Golden Age’) — photographer: Joel Frijhoff. (14mb)
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https://amsterdammuseum.wetransfer.com/downloads/5c3f9d0476b5086af5ac6be799389f0520190905074346/6acdd4

