
Amsterdam Museum acquires artwork by Aukje Dekker on its first female mayor 

 
The Amsterdam Museum has acquired the work Woman on top (2022) by female artist Aukje Dekker. The 

work, with which Dekker emphasizes the fact that Femke Halsema is Amsterdam’s first female mayor, 

was officially unveiled on Tuesday in Mayor Halsema’s office at City Hall. 

  

 
Margriet Schavemaker, Aukje Dekker en mayor Halsema,  

Photo: Amsterdam Museum, Francoise Bolechowski 

 

Woman on top (2022) by Aukje Dekker (visual artist, co-founder of Sociëteit Sexyland) consists of myriad small 

strips of paper on which are the words “I have to work harder.” Dekker pasted thousands of these strips on a large 

photo collage of portraits of the mayors of Amsterdam—all men. She continued until the mayors completely 

disappeared behind the strips. No longer visible, but always present. “I have to work harder” is an evocative 

statement which is representative of the city’s first female mayor as well. Must she work harder than the men who 

preceded her? Yet it can also represent a society increasingly gathering momentum, or a self-critical view of one’s 

own performance. Woman on top is witness to this milestone for the city and the role of women in governance, 

but also to the performance society. 

  

          
Aukje Dekker, Woman on top, 2022, paper on photographic print. Photo: Amsterdam Museum, Francoise Bolechowski 

  

Aukje Dekker opted for a critical approach. “When I was commissioned to create a work for the mayor’s chamber, 

I wanted to make something about Femke Halsema, the city’s first female mayor. Someone has to be the first, 

and that’s no small task. I also noticed that public opinion frequently focused on her accent or lips; characteristics 



that really have nothing to do with an administrative position and a tendency which I believe happens more often 

with women in high positions. Woman on top is more than a rebuke. Although I was inspired by the series of 

mayoral portraits from the collection of the Amsterdam Museum, I also wanted to make a statement and give 

people something to think about.” 

  

Mayoral portraits 

In creating her artwork Woman on top, Aukje Dekker drew inspiration from portraits of Amsterdam mayors after 

the Second World War in the collection of the Amsterdam Museum. In the collage behind the words “I have to 

work harder” she incorporated likenesses of Gijsbert van Hall, Ivo Samkalden, Feike de Boer, Schelto Patijn, and 

Job Cohen, among others. Their portraits are displayed in City Hall. “Dekker’s artwork touches on the current 

affairs of this city while simultaneously offering new perspectives on the past. Women have been able to run for 

office since the early 20th century, but it was not until a century later that Amsterdam elected a female mayor. 

Through our acquisition policy, we currently maintain a strong focus on metropolitan issues and new perspectives 

on the city. Gender equality is a crucial part of that,” explains Margriet Schavemaker, artistic director of the 

Amsterdam Museum. 

  

Mayor Halsema 

The work by Dekker was recently jointly commissioned by the municipality of Amsterdam and the Amsterdam 

Museum for Mayor Halsema’s personal office. It has been added to the collection of the Amsterdam Museum, 

which consists of more than 100,000 objects from and about the city of Amsterdam. The artwork was officially 

unveiled on Tuesday, November 29, in the office of the mayor. 

 

 


