
Suggested research topics include:
Fashion, Identity and...

1.	 Coexistence
2.	 Multispecies
3.	 Biodiversity
4.	 Animals
5.	 Plants
6.	 Land use
7.	 Water
8.	 Care
9.	 Justice
10.	 Climate
11.	 Ecology
12.	 Reciprocity
13.	 Conflict
14.	 Interdependency
15.	 Infrastructure
16.	 Architecture
17.	 Archives
18.	 Museums
19.	 Representation
20.	 Methodologies
 
(Note. This list is not exhaustive)

Issue #8: More-than-human 
cities (summer 2027)

Deadline: 1st of November 
2026, 23:59 PM CET

Amsterdam has a population of almost 1 million people, but if you 
also count the plants and animals that make the city their home, its 
inhabitants become innumerable. Together they form complex and 
interdependent ecosystems. Food, oxygen and the conditions that 
make urban life possible depend on these relationships. The city’s 
ecosystem is also influenced by worldwide networks within colonial, 
capitalistic and globalizing history and contexts. These entanglements 
have profoundly affected and disturbed relationships between 
humans and the more-than-human world. Overextraction, climate 
change and biodiversity loss are transforming urban environments, 
while cities such as Amsterdam, already largely situated below sea 
level, face increasing risks from rising sea levels. What does it mean, 
then, to understand the city not simply as a human habitat, but as a 
shared and contested space of more-than-human life?

For AMJournal#8 we invite scholars from all disciplines to investigate 
the variety of ways in which humans, more-than-human life and cities 
interrelate, as well as to reflect on various critical questions. These 
include, but are not limited to: How can cities be understood as more-
than-human spaces, shaped by relationships between humans and 
other forms of life? What can urban histories, memories and archives 
reveal about changing relationships between humans, animals, plants 
and their environments? How have colonialism, capitalism and global 
economic networks transformed these relationships? What might 
it mean to consider the city from more-than-human perspectives? 
How do cities make space for different forms of life, and how are 
these spaces shaped, contested or shared? What might more just, 
sustainable and caring forms of urban coexistence look like?

To encourage quantitative and qualitative research contributions, 
we welcome both empirical papers and essays. From studies on city 
nature, land use and food production (including the relationship 
between the rural and the urban) to research on the roles that for 
example religion, colonial trade and capitalism played in transforming 
relations between humans and nature, or empirical papers on the 
living conditions of city animals or plants – all research on both 
concrete and abstract approaches to humans and more-than-
humans in the context of cities is welcome. We emphatically welcome 
contributions from Indigenous perspectives and/or the Global South.   
Furthermore, we welcome contributions from scholars in all stages of 
their research careers – including junior scholars, ambitious students, 
and freelance researchers.
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Types of 
contributions Editors

For Edition #8 “More-than-human 
cities”, AMJournal calls on authors from 
all disciplines to submit abstracts for the 
following contributions (deadline 1st of 
November, 2026).

The Essays 
The essay is relevant to the current 
edition. Specifically, the essay provides 
a valuable contribution to the literature 
and polyphony that surrounds the 
theme. Authors should be explicit as to 
their own positionality, as well as the 
positionality of their contributions in 
the broader academic space and public 
discourse. As such, authors present a 
clear thesis statement in the text for 
which they offer sufficient reasoning. 
The argumentation in support of the 
thesis statement is embedded in existing 
academic literature. Therefore, essays 
should be well referenced and include a 
clear theoretical framework.

Short Essays are 2000-4000 words excl. 
abstract, key words, reference list, and 
endnotes

Long Essays are 4000-6000 words excl. 
abstract, key words, reference list, and 
endnotes

The Empirical Papers 
The empirical papers present studies 
that are based on empirical analyses 
(e.g., data driven research, case studies, 
experiments). Authors present a defined 
research questions or hypothesis that is 
relevant to the current journal edition, 
which they explore by means of analysis. 
The qualitative or quantitative research 
results are presented and discussed with 
demonstrative or illustrative examples 
selected from the data/corpus/cases 
studied. The article provides a clear 
theoretical framework and methodology 
for research and follow the standardized 
structure for research articles 
(introduction, theory, methodology, 
results/analysis, discussion, conclusion).

2000-6000 words excl. abstract,  
key words, reference list, tables,  
figures, and endnotes

The Visual Essays 
The visual essays consist of analyses 
of a series of images relevant to the 
issue’s theme, as a printed exhibition. 
The visual essay should represent a 
critical academic reflection of the visuals, 
with a focus on what is presented or 
represented. The visuals can be a series, 
or a combination of multiple independent 
visuals sharing a common denominator. 
The visual essays should be well 
referenced, include a clear contextual 
framework and present an explicit thesis. 

The author is required to research the 
use of the desired visuals (copyright). The 
images should be high resolution; there 
are no strict guidelines concerning the 
amount of images.

Visual Essays are 1000-3000 words excl. 
abstract, key words, reference list, tables, 
figures, and endnotes

Abstract Submis sions 

Submit an abstract of your contribution 
(max. 400 words excluding references 
and endnotes) plus five key words. 
Submit the title page and the abstract as 
two separate documents. On the title 
page, make sure you mention 1. your full 
name(s) and contact information, 2. the 
discipline(s) in which you (and your 
co-authors) operate, 3. the text’s full 
(working) title and a running title (five 
words max.), 4. the type of contribution, 
and 5. if you qualify for the Best Paper 
Prize. Note, all abstracts undergo 
double-blind peer reviewing. As such, all 
abstracts should be anonymized/
pseudonymized.

The Best Paper Prize
To encourage contributions by junior1 and 
freelance scholars, a Best Paper Prize is 
awarded each edition. The contributor of 
the winning contribution will be awarded a 
certificate and 350 euros.

Abstract Deadline
Submit your abstracts before  
1st of November 2026, 23:59 PM CET to 
journal@amsterdammuseum.nl.

1 PhD, MA, MSc, and rMA students

Edition Guest Editors
Tom van der Molen and Peter van Dam

Editor-in-Chief
Emma van Bijnen

Board of Editors
Judith van Gent 
Norbert Middelkoop 
Tom van der Molen 
Vanessa Vroon-Najem

External Board of Editors
The editorial board is supplemented by an 
extensive international external editorial 
board comprised of scholars from various 
academic fields and disciplines:

Pablo Ampuero Ruiz; Rowan Arundel; 
Sruti Bala; Markus Balkenhol; Ellinoor 
Bergvelt; Sophie Berrebi; Stephan Besser; 
Carolyn Birdsall; Cristobal Bonelli; Pepijn 
Brandon; Benedetta Bronzini; Petra 
Brouwer; Fabiola Camuti; Thorsten 
Carstensen; Chiara de Cesari; Debbie 
Cole; Leonie Cornips; Annet Dekker; 
Christine Delhaye; Brian Doornenbal; 
Menno Dudok Heel; David Duindam; Jorge 
Duran Solorzano; Karwan Fatah-Black; 
Maaike Feitsma; Mark Fenemore; Gaston 
Franssen; Maartje van Gelder; Wouter 
van Gent; Marike Geurts; Javier Gimeno 
Martinez; Sara Greco; Suzette van 
Haaren; Laura van Hasselt; GL Hernandez; 
Danielle van den Heuvel; Hilde Heynen; 
Pim Huijnen; Katy Hull; Julian Isenia; Steve 
Oswald; Paul Knevel; Linda Kopitz; Gregor 
Langfeld; Mia Lerm-Hayes; Geertje 
Mak; Virginie Mamadouh; Michiel van 
Meeteren; Miguel Mira; Anna Nikolaeva; 
Julia Noordegraaf; Suleiman Osman; Asli 
Özgen; Marrigje Paijmans; Manon Parry; 
Esther Peeren; Shialoh Phillips; Bob Pierik; 
Fenne Pinkster; Gertjan Plets; Pieter du 
Plessis; Menno Reijven; Jan Rock; Noa 
Roei; Bert van de Roemer; Aafje de Roest; 
Margriet Schavemaker; Dorine Schellens; 
Michael Scherer-Rath; Britta Schilling; 
Natalie Scholz; Steven Schouten; Gabriel 
Schwake; Dimitris Serafis; Fenna Smits; 
Tamara Soukotta; Isabella Steenbergen; 
Irene Stengs; Eliza Steinbock; Colin 
Sterling; Sanjukta Sunderason; Kirsztina 
Varró; Rebecca Venema; Tim Verlaan; 
Janessa Vleghert; Jean Wagemans; Anna 
Weinreich; Daan Wesselman; Karen de 
Wild; Janina Wildfeuer; Lise Woensdregt; 
Rixt Woudstra; meLê yamomo; Mia You; 
Marielle Zill; Emilio Zucchetti.
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