
Suggested research topics include:
Fashion, Identity and...

1.	 Activism
2.	 Anthropology
3.	 Arts
4.	 Citizenship
5.	 Climate
6.	 Indigeneity
7.	 Communities
8.	 (Sub)Cultures
9.	 Design
10.	 (De)coloniality
11.	 Diaspora
12.	 Economy 
13.	 Ethics
14.	 Gender
15.	 History
16.	 Intersectionality
17.	 Politics
18.	 Queerness
19.	 Subalternity
20.	 Technology
 
(Note. This list is not exhaustive)

Issue #7: Fashion & Identity  
(winter 2026)

Deadline: 18th of April 2026, 
23:59 PM CET

Every day we express ourselves by the way we dress. We use clothes 
to express what we stand for and what we fight against. We weave 
our grief into veils and proudly celebrate our identities through 
statement shirts. Fashion serves as a powerful semiotic system 
through which individual, collective and cultural identities are created, 
maintained, challenged and made (in)visible across time and space. 
As such, Amsterdam Museum Journal (AMJournal) #7 Fashion and 
Identity (published open access in December 2026) focuses on how 
identities reflect on both historical and contemporary conditions of 
the fashioned body, which often remains underexamined in academic 
research.

With approximately 10,000 objects, the fashion collection of 
Amsterdam Museum represents one of the oldest fashion collections 
in the Netherlands. With a strong commitment to document fashion 
as cultural heritage, our central mission has been to present a 
multitude of voices in our collection, exhibitions and programs. 
With recent initiatives such as Maison Amsterdam (2021), Continue 
This Thread (2023), and Unboxing: Fashion from the Archives (2024) 
exemplifies our devotion to dialogues with emerging makers and 
researchers, digital innovations, and reflexively rethinking heritage in 
contemporary fashion and identity discourses.

For edition #7, AMJournal invites scholars from all disciplines and 
from all over the world to investigate the ways fashion shapes 
identities, and vice versa. Questions that could be considered, but 
are not limited to: How does individual expression create collective 
belonging? How do political, historical, and class systems affect 
fashion? How can sartorial representation serve as a symbol for 
activism and be a form of activism itself? How is fashion used for 
inclusion/exclusion mechanisms? How do music and (pop) culture 
shape trends in fashion? What about the tensions between cultural 
(re) appropriation and cultural inspiration/appreciation? How 
does digital technology affect physical identities? And if fashion is 
characterised by the relentless speed and constant accelerations, 
what happens to our identities when we slow down?

To encourage quantitative and qualitative research contributions,  
we welcome both empirical papers and essays. AMJournal welcomes 
contributions from scholars in all stages of their research careers 
– including junior scholars, ambitious students, and freelance 
researchers. We value author accessibility and encourage sub­
missions from diverse academic and professional backgrounds.
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Types of 
contributions Editors

For Edition #7 “Fashion & Identity”, 
AMJournal calls on authors from all 
disciplines to submit abstracts for the 
following contributions (deadline 18th of 
April, 2026).

The Essays 
The essay is relevant to the current 
edition. Specifically, the essay provides 
a valuable contribution to the literature 
and polyphony that surrounds the 
theme. Authors should be explicit as to 
their own positionality, as well as the 
positionality of their contributions in 
the broader academic space and public 
discourse. As such, authors present a 
clear thesis statement in the text for 
which they offer sufficient reasoning. 
The argumentation in support of the 
thesis statement is embedded in existing 
academic literature. Therefore, essays 
should be well referenced and include a 
clear theoretical framework.

Short Essays are 2000-4000 words excl. 
abstract, key words, reference list, and 
endnotes

Long Essays are 4000-6000 words excl. 
abstract, key words, reference list, and 
endnotes

The Empirical Papers 
The empirical papers present studies 
that are based on empirical analyses 
(e.g., data driven research, case studies, 
experiments). Authors present a defined 
research questions or hypothesis that is 
relevant to the current journal edition, 
which they explore by means of analysis. 
The qualitative or quantitative research 
results are presented and discussed with 
demonstrative or illustrative examples 
selected from the data/corpus/cases 
studied. The article provides a clear 
theoretical framework and methodology 
for research and follow the standardized 
structure for research articles 
(introduction, theory, methodology, 
results/analysis, discussion, conclusion).

2000-6000 words excl. abstract,  
key words, reference list, tables,  
figures, and endnotes

The Visual Essays 
The visual essays consist of analyses 
of a series of images relevant to the 
issue’s theme, as a printed exhibition. 
The visual essay should represent a 
critical academic reflection of the visuals, 
with a focus on what is presented or 
represented. The visuals can be a series, 
or a combination of multiple independent 
visuals sharing a common denominator. 
The visual essays should be well 
referenced, include a clear contextual 
framework and present an explicit thesis. 

The author is required to research the 
use of the desired visuals (copyright). The 
images should be high resolution; there 
are no strict guidelines concerning the 
amount of images.

Visual Essays are 1000-3000 words excl. 
abstract, key words, reference list, tables, 
figures, and endnotes

Abstract Submis sions 

Submit an abstract of your contribution 
(max. 400 words excluding references 
and endnotes) plus five key words. 
Submit the title page and the abstract as 
two separate documents. On the title 
page, make sure you mention 1. your full 
name(s) and contact information, 2. the 
discipline(s) in which you (and your 
co-authors) operate, 3. the text’s full 
(working) title and a running title (five 
words max.), 4. the type of contribution, 
and 5. if you qualify for the Best Paper 
Prize. Note, all abstracts undergo 
double-blind peer reviewing. As such, all 
abstracts should be anonymized/
pseudonymized.

The Best Paper Prize
To encourage contributions by junior1 and 
freelance scholars, a Best Paper Prize is 
awarded each edition. The contributor of 
the winning contribution will be awarded a 
certificate and 350 euros.

Abstract Deadline
Submit your abstracts before  
18th of April 2026, 23:59 PM CET to 
journal@amsterdammuseum.nl.

1 PhD, MA, MSc, and rMA students

Edition Guest Editors
To be announced shortly

Editor-in-Chief
Emma van Bijnen

Board of Editors
Judith van Gent 
Norbert Middelkoop 
Tom van der Molen 
Vanessa Vroon-Najem

External Board of Editors
The editorial board is supplemented by an 
extensive international external editorial 
board comprised of scholars from various 
academic fields and disciplines:

Pablo Ampuero Ruiz; Rowan Arundel; 
Sruti Bala; Markus Balkenhol; Ellinoor 
Bergvelt; Sophie Berrebi; Stephan Besser; 
Carolyn Birdsall; Cristobal Bonelli; Pepijn 
Brandon; Benedetta Bronzini; Petra 
Brouwer; Fabiola Camuti; Thorsten 
Carstensen; Chiara de Cesari; Debbie 
Cole; Leonie Cornips; Annet Dekker; 
Christine Delhaye; Brian Doornenbal; 
Menno Dudok Heel; David Duindam; Jorge 
Duran Solorzano; Karwan Fatah-Black; 
Maaike Feitsma; Mark Fenemore; Gaston 
Franssen; Maartje van Gelder; Wouter 
van Gent; Marike Geurts; Javier Gimeno 
Martinez; Sara Greco; Suzette van 
Haaren; Laura van Hasselt; GL Hernandez; 
Danielle van den Heuvel; Hilde Heynen; 
Pim Huijnen; Katy Hull; Julian Isenia; Steve 
Oswald; Paul Knevel; Linda Kopitz; Gregor 
Langfeld; Mia Lerm-Hayes; Geertje 
Mak; Virginie Mamadouh; Michiel van 
Meeteren; Miguel Mira; Anna Nikolaeva; 
Julia Noordegraaf; Suleiman Osman; Asli 
Özgen; Marrigje Paijmans; Manon Parry; 
Esther Peeren; Shialoh Phillips; Bob Pierik; 
Fenne Pinkster; Gertjan Plets; Pieter du 
Plessis; Menno Reijven; Jan Rock; Noa 
Roei; Bert van de Roemer; Aafje de Roest; 
Margriet Schavemaker; Dorine Schellens; 
Michael Scherer-Rath; Britta Schilling; 
Natalie Scholz; Steven Schouten; Gabriel 
Schwake; Dimitris Serafis; Fenna Smits; 
Tamara Soukotta; Isabella Steenbergen; 
Irene Stengs; Eliza Steinbock; Colin 
Sterling; Sanjukta Sunderason; Kirsztina 
Varró; Rebecca Venema; Tim Verlaan; 
Janessa Vleghert; Jean Wagemans; Anna 
Weinreich; Daan Wesselman; Karen de 
Wild; Janina Wildfeuer; Lise Woensdregt; 
Rixt Woudstra; meLê yamomo; Mia You; 
Marielle Zill; Emilio Zucchetti.
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